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MONTESSORI RADMOOR SCHOOL 
Ph 517.351.3655 | Fx 517.351.3957 

2745 East. Mt. Hope |  Okemos, MI  48864 
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Montessori History 
 

 
 

The Montessori Radmoor School, 
founded in 1968, practices the 
philosophy of education started by Dr. 
Maria Montessori.  Maria Montessori 
was born in Italy in 1870, where she 
became the first female physician in 
Italy upon her graduation from 
medical school in 1896.  In her 
medical practice, her clinical 
observations led her to analyze how 
children learn; how they build 
themselves from what they find in 
their immediate environment. 
 
In 1906, she accepted the challenge to 
work with a group of sixty children in 
the San Lorenzo district of Rome.  It 
was there she founded the first 
“Children’s House”.  What ultimately 
became the Montessori methods of 

education developed there, based upon 
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Montessori’s scientific observations of 
these children’s almost effortless ability
to absorb knowledge from their 
surroundings, as well as their tire
interest in manipulating materials.  
Every piece of equipment, every 
exercise, every method Montessor
developed was based on what she 
observed children to do “naturally”
themselves, unassisted by adults. 
Children teach themselves.  This s
but profound truth inspired 
Montessori’s life-long pursu
educational reform, methodology, 
psychology, teaching, and teacher 
training-all based on her dedication
furthering the self-creating process of 
the child. 
 
A
Michigan, in 1968 The Montessori 
Preschool was held in an Okemos 
church with a beginning enrollmen
18 children.  In 1969, two more 
preschool classes were organized
the school was moved to larger quarter
at St. John’s East.  An early elementary 
class was added to the program in the 
fall of 1973. 
 


